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Guillemots can breed
from 5 years
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LIFE CYCLE

the smallest territory of any bird

{ same one as previous year

Pair bonds
re-established

shaped not to roll off ledge

incubated on feet

both parents incubate egg

~ 30 days l
~ 21 days l

{ tended by both parents

fed on small whole fish

chick is unable to fly,
but jumps from ledge :
at dusk when less
predators about

adult female stays on ledge for a few
days - keeps colony numbers high
then joins the males and chicks at sea



1 'pyriform' egg laid

late April/early May

chick swims out to sea
with male parent

Territory claimed

Adults flightless during August & September

Groups of Guillemots congregate in Lyme Bay, Irish Sea and the Atlantic
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chick leaves the ledge

at ~ 84 days old:

chick is able to look after itself

early September

mid June/early July

chick remains at sea for 4 years

chick hatches

late May/June

at ~ 50 days:
chick is able to fly

late July/early Aug

Adult Guillemots return to the breeding ledges
From December to April they come and go




